
Spelling Lists Year 3 

 List 1 List 2 – 
Common 
Exception Y2 
revision 

List 3 – 
Common 
Exception 
Y3/4 

List 4 

Unit 1 
sp and spr 
words 

spin 
spot 
spill 
spell 
sprint 

 after 
again 
any 
beautiful 
because 

speak 
spike 
special 
sprint 
especially 
 

Unit 2 
al and all 
words 

fall 
small 
also 
always 
usual 
 

 busy 
child 
children 
climb 
could 
 

always 
already 
although 
almost 
hospital 

Unit 3 
Soft ‘c’ 

city 
cycle 
face 
race 
recent 
 

 hour 
only 
pass 
people 
sugar 

centre 
concert 
cereal 
except 
excellent 

Unit 4 
Silent letters 
‘b’ and ‘k’ 

comb 
knee 
knit 
knew 
knife 
 

 was 
were  
what 
where  
who 
 

crumb  
climb 
thumb 
kneel 
knocking 

Unit 5 
le, el, al and il 
endings 

candle 
handle 
angle 
camel 
metal 

door 
floor 
poor 
because 
find 

accident 
actual 
address 
answer 
appear 
 

paddle 
rectangle 
gravel 
signal 
fossil 
 

Unit 6 
Some ‘y’ 
endings 

chilly 
windy 
frilly 
lucky 
dirty 
 

wild 
climb 
most 
only 
both 
 

arrive 
believe 
bicycle 
breath 
breathe 
 

frosty 
foggy 
sunny 
wavy 
lazy 

Unit 7 
Making plurals 

ducks 
frogs 
foxes 
monkeys 
flies 

old 
cold 
gold 
hold 
told 

build  
busy 
business 
calendar 
caught 
centre 
 
 
 

chickens 
donkeys 
ponies 
butterflies 
wolves 
 



Unit 8 
Adding er and 
est to words 
ending in ‘y’ 

sunny 
sunnier 
sunniest 
rainier 
rainiest 
 

every 
great 
break 
steak 
pretty 
 

century  
certain 
circle 
complete 
consider 
 

icy 
icier 
iciest 
heavier 
heaviest 

Unit 9 
Adding ing or 
ed 

cook 
cooking 
cooked 
hugging 
hugged 

beautiful 
after 
fast 
last 
past 
 

continue 
decide  
describe 
different 
difficult 
 

marry 
marrying 
married 
smiling 
smiled 
 

Unit 10 
Soft g, ge, dge 

edge 
bridge 
fridge 
cage 
page 

father 
class 
grass 
pass 
plant 

disappear 
early 
earth  
eight 
eighth 
enough 
 

dodge 
lodger 
judge 
fudge 
garage 
 

Unit 11 
wa and qua 
words 

was 
wash 
water 
warm 
swap 

path 
bath 
hour 
move 
prove 
 

exercise 
experience  
experiment  
extreme 
famous 
 

watch 
wander 
towards 
quality 
quantity 
 

Unit 12 
tion  and 
ation 

station 
nation 
relation 
mention 
invention 

improve 
sure 
sugar 
eye 
could 
 

Favourite 
February 
forward 
fruit 
grammar  
 

education 
multiplication 
competition 
attention 
description 
 

Unit 13 
Words ending 
in sion  

vision 
division 
version 
pension 
explosion 
 
 

would 
who 
whole 
any 
should 
 

group 
guard 
guide 
heard 
heart 
 

television 
invasion 
occasion 
extension 
permission 

Unit 14 
Adding 
suffixes 

helpful 
hopeful 
careful 
careless 
payment 

many 
clothes 
busy 
people 
water 
 
 

height  
history 
imagine 
increase 
important 
 
 

wonderful 
pointless 
pavement 
improvement 
laziness 
 

Unit 15 
Contractions 

he’s 
there’s 
I’ll 
don’t 
can’t 

again 
half 
money 
Mr. 
Mrs. 

interest 
island  
knowledge 
learn 
length 
 

there’s 
where’s 
doesn’t 
didn’t 
shouldn’t 
 



Unit 16 
homophones 

bury 
berry 
grate 
great 
 

kind 
mind 
behind 
child 
children 
 

to 
too 
two 
there 
their 
they’re 
 

which 
witch 
rain 
reign 
 

Unit 17 
Silent letters 
‘o’, ‘h’ and ‘c’ 

young 
touch 
double 
trouble 
science 

parents 
Christmas 
everybody 
even 
 
 

library 
material 
medicine 
mention 
minute 
 

chemical 
scientific 
scenery 
echo 
honestly 
 

Unit 18 
‘ei’, ‘y’ and 
other tricky 
words 

vein 
rein 
eight 
height 
they 

 natural 
naughty 
notice 
occasion 
occasionally 
often 
 

weight 
neighbour 
pyramid 
quarter 
surprise 
 

Unit 19 
ous 

famous 
nervous 
dangerous 
enormous 
furious 

 opposite 
ordinary  
particular 
peculiar  
perhaps 
 

curious 
previous 
jealous 
suspicious 
hideous 
 

Unit 20 
dis, mis, in, 
im, il and ir 

dislike 
mistake 
incorrect 
illegal 
impatient 
 

 popular 
position 
possession 
possess 
possible 
potatoes 
 

disappear 
misbehave 
invisible 
immature 
irresponsible 

Unit 21 
un, de, re, pre 
and non 

unwell 
unhappy 
decay 
refill 
non-stop 

 pressure 
probably 
promise 
purpose 
quarter  
 

untidy 
unfold 
revisit 
preview 
nonsense 
 

Unit 22 
Words ending 
with ly 

sadly 
madly 
weekly 
finally 
happily 

 question 
recent 
regular 
reign 
remember 

wisely 
completely 
actually 
heavily 
eventually 
 

Unit 23 
sure and ture 

measure 
treasure 
nature 
future 
mixture 

 sentence 
separate 
special 
straight 
strange 
 

exposure 
leisure 
furniture 
creature 
adventure 
 



Unit 24 
wh and ph 

when 
where 
why 
what 
who 

 surprise 
strength 
suppose 
therefore 
 
 

which 
while 
why 
whose 
alphabet 
 

Unit 25 
Compound 
words 

someone 
somebody 
anyone 
anybody 
everyone 

 though 
although 
thought 
through 
 

somewhere 
cupboard 
raspberry 
grandmother 
supermarket 
 

Unit 26 
Silent ‘w’ 

wrap 
wrist 
wrong 
write 
whole 

 various 
weight 
woman 
women 

wrinkle 
wrestle 
wriggle 
answer 
sword 
 

Unit 27 
Words in 
words 

want 
where 
your 
because 
friend 

  because 
another 
friendship 
carefully 
knowledge 
 

 


